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Week of April 16, 2017 
 
Matthew 28:1-10 (NRSV) 
 
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to see the tomb. 
 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending 
from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 
 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 
 4 For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 
 5 But the angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for 
Jesus who was crucified. 
 6 He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 
 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 'He has been raised from the dead, and indeed 
he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.' This is my message for 
you." 
 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 
 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!" And they came to him, took hold of 
his feet, and worshiped him. 
 10 Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; 
there they will see me." 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. What do you typically do AFTER church?   

B. When did someone lead you somewhere you never expected to go? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Why do you think the author describes the two women as Mary Magdalene and 
“the other Mary”?  

2. Why do you think there were guards at the tomb? 

3. In verse 6, the angel invites the women to “see the place” where Jesus’ body 
should have been.  The text never actually says whether the women looked.  Do you 
think they looked or took it on faith that the body was not there? 

4. In verse 8 it says the women left the tomb with “fear and great joy.”  What do you 
think was the fear? 

5. In verse 9 we are told that Jesus met the women as they went to tell the 
disciples.  Why do you think Jesus met them, when they were already going to fulfill 
their mission? 

6. How do you address those who do not believe in the literal Resurrection? 

7. In verse 10, the message for the disciples is that Jesus will meet them in Galilee.  
What do you think would have happened had they not gone?   

8. Do you come TO church to meet Jesus, or do you go FROM church to meet 
Jesus?  How does each represent a different way to think about faith? 

9. Where do you think Jesus might be telling you to meet him? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about being more devoted to following Jesus 
 


